
Ileld at the Vernal Courthouse on Ma.rctr 19r 1958 at 7:30 P.M.

A neeting uas held with the Pot Creek rater users of both Colorado and Utah for
the purpose oil (t) Setecting a suitable and competent water conmissior:er, (2) Aaopt-
ing i budget to cover distribution costs for the comi-ng lear ard (3) Deterznining the
proper assessment to be made against each water user. Those attendlng the meeting weret
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Wayne D. Criddle opened the rneeting. He introduced 'i;he members of the Utah State
Engineerts Office, Jay R.Binghalr of the Utah Water and Pouer Board, and Ben T. Chase
of the Colorado Irrlgation District No. 6, nho representnd the State Engineer of
Colorado at ttre meeting. He ttren explained the items of business to be taken up at
the neeting and gave e brief suilnary of the concij-tions and problens facing the rater
uaers on Pot Creek. It ras explalns6 that this was an urmsual problen involving dis-
tribut'ion in the early part of the season during uhj-ch ti:ne ttris renote area is not
easily accessible. It uas explained that Colorado sas in fuJ.l accord rtth this pro-
gram and that they had agreed to assume their share of the fir:ancla]- burden. The
lrrlgated acreage clailned rdas approxirnate\y L26O aeres of irri-gated land in Utah and
160 acres in Colorado. ft was then explaln d that ttre total cost to the Utatr water
user uould be i-n the neighborhood of 20 cents per acre of irrigated land.

.As there is no one living
rater comnissioner, it is felt

Questionl John Slddoway
and the dlstributl-on was to be

on Pot Creek uho is avail-able for the positi-on of
i;hat this ls the rninimr:m budget that could be set.

asked for clarification as to how the water rneasurements
carried out.

Donald C. Norseth then e>rplalned this uas primarily a matter of storage regulation
of the reselroirs and the flow rights fron the natural channel of Pot Creek. It would
be necessary to measure all diversions, the rai;er above the Matt Warner Reservoir,
below the Matt Warner Reservoj-r, ahone the Crouse Reservoir, and below the Crouse
Reservoir. It was felt that water to neet the Colorad.o rights cou.]-d. be measured. at
the point below the Crouse Reservoir and, by utilizing the gaging station established
near the Colorado line, proper transmission charge could, be established for future
distributLon.
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Measnring devices nere then discussed. the users were inforned that ultimately
each diversj-on wor:ld require a measurilg device. lhe State Engineerts gffice recoil-
nende{ that Parshall f}.uaes be installed.

A dj'scussion of possible candidates for the position of water conmissioner uascarried on. Ifalph Siddoway asked the State Engineer for a brlef d.escrlption of the
necessary qlralifi-cations. I'fr. Cridd.le then outlined the qualifications as follors:

1. A lsrowledge of rater problens and the ability and knonledge necessary forproper measurement of water.

2. The rater corunissioner shorrld be
declsions on water problems.

e man ruith dlgnity and ability to nake

3. The cornmissj-oner must be impartial.

l+. Must be able to keep good recorris.

5. Must be of good. health and physically able to cope with the rigors of dis-tributi-on.

The cost of distribution was then fr:rther discussed. The users were infor:nedthat !!e cost put forth uas an esti,aate for 1958 only. Future admi-nistration coul_d.actually be higher or lorer.

The met'hod of water dlvision und.er the d.istribution system was discussed. Itwas decided that the uater would be dlvided on a priority ichedule that was to be sub-nltted to the cor:rt within l0 days. John Siddouay then e:cplained that in certain pealryears there ras more water than could be stored. in the res-ervolr. He nished to knouuhat would happen to ary excess rater. rt nas pointed out that seldom, if ever, rouldall the rights be fully satisfled. -

- Jiln Briggs of Marrila ues proposed by the State Engineer as a possible candidatefor comnlsslonel.

The uater users were requested to express ttrei:. feelings on the natter for acommissioner. the following opini_ons wer6 expressed and. discussed.r

ZeLph cal-der stated that everyone had gotten along satisfactoriry and there wasno need for a cornmissioner.

John siddoway then stated that he fert it was necessary that the water be measuredanci distributed according to the rights in the proper pniority.
willian H' Karren then stated that there was a great need for a cornrnlssioner--thatthe lower users hadnrt received a.ry water in the past.

rras a need for a commissioner but before dis_the uater users woul_d have to be inforrned. ofas to where their rlghts were si_tuated in the

BilI A]Ien then stated that tlreretribution was put into actual practice
their water rights. Few had arpr ideapriority schedule.

wayne D' criddle advised the users that the schedule woul-d be ready i-n the nextfew days ard subnitted to the court within thirty clays, at ntrich tirne tlhe state Engineerwould have the legal right to enter into activ bi"t"ibution of the waters of potCreek.



Discusslon was held on the recognition of the stoc! rlghts and ilhether or not
the stockmen could vote at the irater users meeting. A basis for assessment was then
d.iscussed. and the part the stockmen uould play in the assessment. It ras decided ttrat
the Jrrigators would be assessed on i;he basis of the irrigated aereage and that a
ninimun assessment of $1.0O be set on all rights under 20 acre feet rtrich include the
sto ekw:atering ri-ghte.

John B. Siddoway then nade a motion that the State Engineer appoint a comnissioner
and assess on an irrigated acreage basis. Ihe motion uas seconded by Ralph Siddoway.
It was decided not to vote on this rnotion and it was set aside.

nalph Slddoway then made a motion that the mlni-lnum assessment for all stock-
waterilg rigfrts Ue $1.O0 and that they have the right to vote. The mot,ion was seconded
by Robert Shiner. The motion carried 11 for anci 3 against--two in attendance and a
prory vote held by Ze1ph Calder for Leon Gtreen.

A notion rras then made by Wl1liam H. Karren ttrat a connissioner be appointed to
adrninister Pot Creek, seconded W Biff .[1len. The motion carried 1l for ard 3 against.

It nas e:rplalned to the users that due to the acceptance of a minjmr:m assessnent
for stoek ri-ghts and the inclusion of these rights urd.er the distribution systemt
that it rmuld be advisable to raise the total buciget fo *275. A motion was then made
by John Siddoway that a total budget ot $275 be assessed, irrigated lards to be
ctrarged. on an acreage basis and a mi-nimum assessment to all siock rights of $1.OO.
This was seconded by Bill Allen. The motion carried 7 for and J against.

Zelph Cal-der then stated that he wished an objection to be placed in the minutes
to the appointrnent of a commissloner and to ttre inclusion of the stock rlghts as
having a bonafide right to vote.

A discussion yas again held on possible card.idates for water ccrnmissioner and the
follouing two men were proposed: David Rasmussen and J. GilI Murray. ft was declded
that no definite aetion would be taken at this meeting to appoint a commissioner but
time allowed for contacti-ng possible candidates anci the making of recorunendations to
April 5, L958. If at that tirne the users had not taken ary definite action, the
State Engineer wouldconsider I'Ir. Jameg Briggs, Mr. J. GiIl lfurray and I{r. David
Rasmussen and upon analyzing tJre qualiflcations of the three men, appoint a comnissioner.
ft was also decided that tf any other candidates were proposed, that i;hese ar-so be con-
sidered on the basis of their qualifications.

Questj-ons as to the position of the Federal judgment against the Matt Warner
reservoir were raised. Mr. Robert B. Porter answered that we wou-l-d not at this time
consider this question as we had no legal right to do so.

As there was no further business to be discussed, the neeting was adjourned.


